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The Point 

We can overcome peer pressure by turning to Jesus Christ! 

The Passage  

Daniel 3:12-15 

The Purpose  

Teachers will help Students understand that it is possible 

to be different than their peers and stand for Jesus Christ! 

Real Faith in the Real World  

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where the 

pressure and influence of your peers pushed you in a 

direction you opposed? Just about every one of us, at one 

time or another, have found ourselves in such a situation. 

As Christians, we know that we should be different from 

everyone else; controlling our behavior, avoiding destructive 

conversation, etc. But most of the time it’s easier to join in 

or say nothing rather than to stand up for what we know is 

right and true as a follower of Jesus. Peer pressure has an 

immense hold over us!  

In this session, we will discuss the several types of peer 

pressure that the Students face and how to respond to 

those pressures as followers of Jesus Christ. 
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12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province 

of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, 

Your Majesty. They neither serve your 

gods nor worship the image of gold you 

have set up.”13 Furious with rage, 

Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego. So these men 

were brought before the king, 14 and 

Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it 

true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my 

gods or worship the image of gold I 

have set up? 15 Now when you hear the 

sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 

harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the 

image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown 

immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you 

from my hand?” 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King 

Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 

17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver 

us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.  
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In the book of Daniel, there are three Hebrew boys who were 

taken into captivity along with their friend Daniel. The original 

names of the three young men were Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah. The Babylonians changed their names to Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. 

While in captivity in Babylon these three men faced many 

issues that challenged their beliefs and costumes.  

One of the most significant challenges that they faced 

occurred when the king of Babylon concluded that he was a 

ruler worthy of praise and worship and demanded that 

everyone bow down to him as a God. 

 

 
 

➢ What is peer pressure? 

➢ What are some words you use to describe peer pressure? 

➢ What is something you often get pressured into doing? 

➢ How do we deal with peer pressure? 

➢ Why is it hard to resist peer pressure? 

➢ What would you do if your friends did something you disagreed 

with? 

➢ What would help you resist peer pressure? 

➢ How would you have handled the situation if you were 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego? 

 

 

 Peer pressure happens to all of us regardless of our age! 

 Peer pressure will call upon each of us to decide to follow 

others or follow God! 

 We have victory over peer pressure if we trust in God! 
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The Point 
We do not have to be influenced by pop culture! 
 

The Passage  
John 15:18-21 
 

The Purpose  
Teachers will help Students understand that the things that 

are popular are not Godly. 
 

Real Faith in the Real World  
How should believers who are “disciplining themselves for 

Godliness” (1 Timothy 4:7) relate to a world whose culture is 

dominated by the “lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 

the boastful pride of life”?  

The very name Christian should remind us that we are 

followers of the Lord Jesus and not man.  True disciples of 

the Christ live with the desire “that in all things he might have 

the preeminence” (Colossians 1:18). Popular Culture makes man 

the standard instead of Jesus.  Even well-intentioned church 

workers can get caught up in the use of methods that are 

popularly accepted without considering whether they are 

acceptable to God.  

In this session, we will discuss the difference between what is 

popular and what is Godly.  
 

  



 2019 POWER CONFERENCE 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind 

that it hated me first. 19 If you 

belonged to the world, it would love you 

as its own. As it is, you do not belong to 

the world, but I have chosen you out of 

the world. That is why the world hates 

you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A 

servant is not greater than his master. 

If they persecuted me, they will 

persecute you also. If they obeyed my 

teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 

They will treat you this way because of 

my name, for they do not know the one 

who sent me.  
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Jesus knew that after He left the disciples to return to heaven, 

they would face some difficult opposition from the world. Maybe, 

because He had just told them that they would do even “greater 

works” than He did (John 14:12), they were envisioning receptive 

crowds and smooth sailing ahead. But the reality was, they would 

face some severe persecution, not just from the pagan world, but 

also from the religious crowd. The Lord wanted them to know what 

to expect from the world and how to respond to the hostility that 

they would experience. 

 
➢ What is discernment? 

➢ How does our culture view Christians?  

➢ What is good in our culture that we can promote, protect and 

celebrate? 

➢ What is missing in our culture that we can creatively 

contribute? 

➢ What is evil in our culture that we can stop? 

➢ What is broken in our culture that we can restore? 

➢ Should Christians interact with those in the world? 

 

 

 

 The World hates believers because it hates Jesus Christ. 

 We must learn the difference between good and evil (Hebrews 

5:14) to engage the culture. 

 We cannot compromise our faith to fit into culture. 

 Despite the world’s hatred, we should testify to the world of 

the truth about Jesus Christ. 
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The Point 

God is always with us and knows our pain! 

The Passage  

James 5:7-11 

The Purpose  

Teachers will help Students understand that pain is only 

temporary, but God is eternal. 

Real Faith in the Real World  
Devastation, danger, desperation. Such words are used every day as we 

observe and/or experience tragedies and heartache. In the process of 

enduring such calamities, we may wonder, “Where is God? Could He have 

prevented this? Does what I am going through matter to God?   

We may not know every reason behind the events of life but meaning and 

hope can come from reflecting on what humans do know about God and this 

world. In many ways God has shown us that He exists. Further, God has 

revealed much about this world and His plans for it. C.S. Lewis asserted that, 

“pain is God’s megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” If this is indeed the case, 

then we may peacefully accept that God is still loving and merciful even when 

trials and sufferings have been permitted to come into our lives.  

In this session, we will examine the source of our pain, discuss how to handle 

that pain and lead the Students to ultimately realize that no matter what 

they are going through, God is with them. 
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7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See 

how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently 

waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand 

firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one 

another, brothers and 

sisters, or you will be 

judged. The Judge is 

standing at the door! 

10 Brothers and 

sisters, as an example 

of patience in the face 

of suffering, take the 

prophets who spoke in 

the name of the Lord. 

11 As you know, we 

count as blessed those 

who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have 

seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion 

and mercy.   
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 James used Job as a prime example of patience in suffering 

because of what early Christians were going through. By the time 

of this letter, Stephen had already been killed as the first 

Christian martyr (Acts 6—7). The early Jewish Christians had 

fled from Jerusalem for safety (Acts 8:1). Saul had arrested 

Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 9). James the apostle (not the 

writer of the epistle) had been killed, and Peter barely escaped 

death. Safe to say it was a troubled period, and the early church 

faced much persecution. The believers needed endurance. With 

the many forms of suffering facing these early Christians, it was 

important to be reminded that they, like Job, had done nothing to 

deserve their suffering but were to patiently endure for the sake 

of Christ. Just as Job faced many struggles, they would face 

hardship in living for God. 

 

 

➢ Pain can be very consuming, affecting how we look and feel about 

everything. What kind of pain affects your life the most, physical 

or emotional? 

➢ Have you ever felt like the pain you went through was worth it 

because of the result? 

➢ Have you ever had to endure physical or emotional pain because of 

your faith in Christ? 

➢ Why does God allow us to suffer? 

➢ Why was Jesus willing to endure pain and suffering?  

 

 

 When it feels difficult and inconvenient to be bold and take a 

stand for Christ, stay committed to God. 

 No matter what you are going through God is with you. 
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The Point 

God is not interested in money or power, but in our souls! 

The Passage  

Mark 10:17-27 

The Purpose  

Teachers will help Students understand the real purpose of 

blessings. 

Real Faith in the Real World  

Christians spend most of their time talking about what we need, instead 

of focusing on what we have. Consequently, we fail to see the provisions 

that God grants us every day and, thus, when we experience an 

abundance of blessings we do not know how to handle it.  

The prosperity that God gives His people is never to be squandered on 

selfish living, but rather to be used for furthering His purpose of 

blessing all people. Since God gives prosperity to be used for His 

purpose, the prosperous must listen to and obey the Lord. 

In this session, we help the Students recognize the blessings in their 

lives—no matter how big or small they may seem—and teach them how 

God intends us to use those blessings to bless others.    

In this session, we will examine the source of our pain, discuss how to 

handle that pain and lead the Students to ultimately realize that no 

matter what they are going through, God is with them. 
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17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, 

and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus 

said to him, “Why do you call 

Me good? No one is good 

except God alone. 19 You know 

the commandments, ‘Do not 

murder, Do not commit 

adultery, Do not steal, Do not 

bear false witness, Do not 

defraud, Honor your father 

and mother.’” 20 And he said 

to Him, “Teacher, I have kept 

all these things from my youth 

up.” 21 Looking at him, Jesus 

felt a love for him and said to 

him, “One thing you lack: go 

and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 

come, follow Me.” 22 But at these words [a]he was saddened, and he went away 

grieving, for he was one who owned much property. 23 And Jesus, looking around, 

*said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the 

kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus *answered 

again and *said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It 

is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 

the kingdom of God.” 26 They were even more astonished and said to Him, “[b]Then 

who can be saved?” 27 Looking at them, Jesus *said, “With people it is impossible, 

but not with God; for all things are possible with God.” 
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This story reveals what we cherish most. It is about the relationship 

between a person's greatest treasure and the self-denial required 

to follow Jesus. A close reading unsettles our view of discipleship 

by demanding that it consist of radically following Jesus rather than 

simply following the rules. Money is an object of desire in our 

wealthy society, and so this passage challenges us. Are we following 

the rules, while seeking to gain the whole world? Or are we following 

Jesus? Perhaps there is something other than money that we 

treasure most. Whatever it is, the exhortation in this passage is not 

to give up out of a martyr complex, but to give up following Jesus, 

in service to others for the sake of the gospel. This passage 

reassures those who have made personal sacrifices to follow Jesus, 

and who imitate his self-denial for the sake of others. It also 

challenges notions of discipleship that remain easy and complacent. 

We may suffer great loss with the assurance that God has the last 

word. The Kingdom of God can break into our world and transform 

our service now. 

 

 

➢ What is the most valuable thing you own? 

➢ By today’s standard of Christianity, would the Rich Young 

Ruler be considered a good Christian? 

➢ If you were in the Rich Young Ruler’s place, what would you 

have done different, or the same? 

➢ Why did Jesus tell the ruler to sell his possessions? 

 

 
 

 No matter how much money or material possessions you 

own, real prosperity comes from getting to know Jesus. 

 We cannot love God and worship anything else (Matthew 

4:26-27).  
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The Point 
God made each of us to fulfill a specific purpose. 

The Passage  
2 Peter 1:3-11 

The Purpose  
Teachers will help Students understand that God made them 

and intended for them to fulfill a specific purpose. 

Real Faith in the Real World  
It is not an understatement that the meaning of life is to find our 

meaning! For disciples, that purpose is clear—to “Make Disciples,” 

however, that does not provide a lot of clarity to most Christians.  

Many people come to Jesus thinking it is enough to believe, to stand 

on the sidelines and root for Him. Jesus isn’t looking for 

cheerleaders. He is seeking men and women who will follow Him 

whatever the cost. He is looking for radical devotion, unreasonable 

commitment and undivided dedication.  Jesus isn’t looking for 

converts. He’s looking for Disciples. 

Do you ever wonder If God make you for a special purpose? No 

matter where you are in life you are blessed with a purpose.  

In this session, we will help the Students to recognize that they 

have a purpose in life and let them know that God loves them so 

much that He sacrificed His son so that they could fulfill that 

purpose.    

.  
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3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through 

our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 

Through these he has given us 

his very great and precious 

promises, so that through them 

you may participate in the divine 

nature, having escaped the 

corruption in the world caused 

by evil desires. 5 For this very 

reason, make every effort to 

add to your faith goodness; and 

to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 

perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to 

mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing 

measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have 

them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed 

from their past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every 

effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you 

will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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One of the most important life questions in life is “Why I am here?” 

or “What’s my purpose in life?” Without purpose, life becomes motion 

without meaning; tirvial, petty, pointless and founded upon whatever 

the culture offers up as the latest “must have” material thing or ”must 

do” activity.   

But this is not a new question. Those in the early church faced the 

same challenge and looked to Peter and the other Apostles to help 

them find their purpose. In response, Peter tells his fellow disciples 

to trust Jesus. When we trust Jesus, we start to know Him in a 

personal way. And the closer we get to Jesus, the more our purpose 

becomes evident. We then come to realize that understand that our 

purpose is woven into every strand of the fabric of our lives. It has 

to do with God-given talents, the experiences in our life, and our 

passions.  

 
 

➢ Do you spend a lot of time questioning what your purpose is? 

➢ Do you believe that God has a purpose for you? 

➢ God loved you so much that He sent His only Son to die for your 

sins. Since you know how great of a love that is, do you think that 

His purpose for you is a good one? 

➢ Is it hard for you to commit to following God’s purpose for your 

life? Why or why not? 

➢ How can you begin to follow God’s purpose for your life if you don’t 

know what exactly it is? 

 

 

 God knows our purpose because He created us, and He knows 

what we’ll be the best at. If it were left up to us, we’d 

probably be like the fork—trying to do something that we 

were never meant to do! 
 God created you with a plan and a purpose in mind.  

 The purpose for your life is not about you; it is about Him.  


